:

-~%

e #:
62-/179 90

7/507/&/(: /

NW 55155 DocId:32989764 Page 1

.
5




v :_.p'"r,m R PR B S S e R R iR L S EELA 2L O SR T S S Shn o [istathy AL, Y R SRR L e :::’;
A S S " 5
¢ FROM_ SPRZ\GUE, Rlchard~'{:ouncsel & Director’ [pAteroF BOcuMEnT|su ¥ QE DATE 7
e Select Com cn Assassi 12/30/76 3
iy s .o - h E
¥ - H ; R

79 e . DATE RECEIVED CONTROL NO. %

L Bward H. Levi , "
/ Attorney General 1/4/71 #2036 4?
" DESCRIPTION REFERRED 10 DATE z;«%
5 Access to FBI info on Dr. King i
b re Revolutionary Action Movement, FBI 1/6 i
2 Freedom Democratic Party and | ki
o Invaders cc: AG A
. Shaheen ]
4--REMARKS A
Prepare response for Attorney g

IR Y R RAIRAN R,
¢ N

~

General's signature and return
to OLA, Room 1603 for cover ltr.

PREPARE REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF
Edward H. Levi

H’w 55155 .pocId: 32989764"_ Pa@’ﬁ/\ﬁ_ CONTROL

2 005 o 13 {TNe

REPLACES AD-820

i HICHMAY BE USED” -

SR oy




‘ A &
B )

s

R

| kL g il Laese
( N Lsu e :mogusu DOWNING, VA., CH, Y'
HENRY B. GOl .'rzx SAMUEL T V2 ViNe:, UHIO ’ “

gy
RICHARDSON PREYE(QR, N.C. BURT . T. » CALIF.

LOUIS STOKES, OHIO STEWARY B. MCKINN:Y CONN.

© \;v‘;\;.:m E. FAUNTROY, D.C., CHARLES THONE, NEBR.
o DRATHWAITE ZURKE, CALIF. Select Commitfee ot FAssagsinations
HAROLD E. FORD, TENN, o

U.%5. Touge of Repregentatives

(202) 225-4624
3341 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 :L:-"
6 3 .
™

U T -3 =3
=i . T
December 30, 1976 - 3
. - = ™M
b LAY B e —
23 w =
. e =3 9
e ol = ™

-IVE Q ==

The Honorable Edward H. Levi ﬁ

Department of Justice
10th & Constitution Avenue, N.W. JAN 04 397?’
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr. Levi: O:L.A.

Pursuant to the House Select Committee on Assassinations'
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., we hereby request %
access to all information in the possession of the Depart- % 72~
ment 'of Justice and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
which pertain to the following:

1) The Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM), S fo 620 RTT77
for the period of January 1, 1967, to present; ﬂ,
2) The Freedom Democratic Party':mreportedly based Aty
in Mississippi, for thR ﬁ iod of January 1,
1967, to present; E 87
| OR ~ /7250 = 38

- 3) The Invaders @l\rtaportedly a black power group

" based in 1968{Mn Memph:.s, Tennessee, for the . T2 /0/
period of January 1, 1967, to present /7/4// 7-

‘.u -

We understand that the FBI has, in its possess:l._on,;r —_y
nine files relating to these three organlzatlons, as well ~
as a large number of other files in which there is some
reference to them. We request access to the nine subj
files, and to each document within the additional f£il
where such reference is made.

. BU. OF IN%

DEPARTLEVE GE AUSTICE

I will appreciate your prompt a551st. (L
the Select Committee with access to this nat rial, and I
shall look forward to hearing from you in re ard\mm) this|977

matter.
é i AN : 0.R.0.M.

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AEFAIRS.
e ;gw C;/@ ///‘3/7 / Wgu} Aot

)
84 JAN1T 1977 o, A KJ
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Selert Committee on ssagsinations
U.S, Thouse of Representatives
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

The Honorable Edward H. Levi

Department of Justice
10th & Constitution, N.W.
Wash;ngton, D.C. 20530
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With best wishes and kind regards, I am

Sincerely,

ﬁdgf/w«

Richard A. Sprague
Chief Counsel and Director
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v
. 1l - Mr. Adams - Enc.
1 - Mr. Ga\.llagher - Enc.

. 1l - Mr. Leavitt - Enc.
Assistant Attorney General Hovember 18, 1976
Office of Legislative Affairs 1 - Mr. Mintz - Enc.

. 2 - Mr. Daly - Enc.
Director, FBI FEDERATL GOVERIUENT
:HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS J . e

7“ 2
N

Reference is made to Chairman Thomas N. Downing's
regquest contained in hig letter of November 2, 1976, addressed
to the Attorney General, requesting certain information con-
cerning the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and
Dxr., Martin Luther Ring, Jr. -

You referred the aforementioned request 6 the FBI
for comments concerning access to FBI files. In this regard,
I kelieve that this Committee should be granted the same
degree of access for appropriately cleared personnel as was '
granted to the House Select Committee on Intelligence

Activities (HSC) and the Senate Select Committee dn - o
Intelligence Activities (SSC). I am taking the 1z.berty of h
enclosing a copy of the agreement between the Attoz:ney General <7
and Chairman Frank Church of the SSC concerning access to FBI :‘@
files. N

1 o3

' I wish to advise you in connection with the FBl's :\J
investigation into the assassination of Dr. King that the
news media has reported James Earl Ray who was convicted in A
that matter has petitioned the Supreme Court to review his ( ‘ 3 :
case. ) =4

~3
. As to the other information requested in Chairman ’
Downing's letter, the FBI does not have summaries of its .
X, investigations into these two matters nor does it have an ;\j
A itemization of material contained in ¥BI files pertaining >
to these investigations which m:l.ght not have been dl(s?s‘%a; @ {:))
- N

to "any other J.ndz.v;mual or aﬁﬁacg*g é@?“

Assoc. Dira ____.

Dop. AD Adm. . It would a Ef advantageous to meet é:.tﬁmf‘reﬁre-

a0 ™ —sentatives of the Committee so that they might gen
s, Serv. —informed as to the TBI's £iling system and in a‘ cferfe“féf'fa.ohlon,
U — ernz.ng the FBI's investigations into the two assassinations 1
Fin. & Pers. i ¥fied in theitr letter 'so that the Committee might better ,),\’\

e _;ars Fand what information is in the possession of the 3}?. \\ /

Inspection )

orll, OSURE. «) BE HEMD DELt: .2 BY '

mm:@“ios OFFICE OF CONGRISSITINAL w FAIRS %\ff T 2T L

Legal Coun.—TIRC (LEGAL COUNSEL, ﬁmsm 2) -
NOTE PAGE 2 {/J /r s / »

ALL INFORMAT!ON CONTAINED

Rec. Mgm _ PVD lad
Spec. Inve . (9) AD
TELETYPE UNIb%ElN l : NCLA%”W‘:D s [I oy ’."' 1
O O - eei/p0s
227 TR QAR 3&5&%@5@1 LESh » -

Troining —
Telophone Rm

Director Sec'y _\\ MAIL &
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TO Mr. Gal%iééggf“””» DATE: 11/8/76
Ident.
1 - Mr. Gallagher tnspoction o=
FROM : J. § éelman 1 = Mr. Ingram e
O l - Mr. Peelman Legul .Coun:
1l - Mr. Helterho ,5 Plan. & Eval. —
SUBJECT HOUSE__SELECT COMMITTEE- 1 - Mr. Cooke 7 :::;MI::'-,——
i ON ASSASSINATIONS 1 - Mr. Burton Tratoing
1 - Mr.

Telephone Rm. .
\ Deegan<%¢zﬂﬂhandu
To furnish comments by the Civil Rights Section, k
General Investigative Division (GID), as to Committ
acc&ss to the Civil Rights investigation into the assassinati
of'Dr. Martin Lutheerlng, Jr. (Bufile 44-38861).
- e e

SYNOPSIS fHouse Select Commlttee,on.Ass&SSInatIons has

féquested. access to EBI files and Department of
Justice files concerning the assas51natlon§«of President
John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Tuther XKing, Jr. (copy of
Committee letter attached). Legal Couns&l Division has
requested comments from GID re Committee access. (Copy of
Legal Counsel memorandum attached.) Dr. King was assassinated
on 4/4/68 and the FBI conducted an immediate Civil Rights
investigation per the request of the Department. Our
investigative results were furnished to the Department and
based upon the authority from the Department, certain pertinent
investigative results were furnished to the State of Tennessee
-authorities. James Earl Ray pled guilty on 3/10/69 to the [ -
murder of Dr. King before a state court in Tennessee and
presently is in local confinement. In November, 1975, the ,/””
Attorney General directed Assistant Attorneys General Pottinger
and Thornburghto review the files relating to Martin Luther
King and make a recommendation as to whether the assassination
case should be reopened. In April, 1976, the Attorney General
requested the Department's Office of Profe351onal Responsibility
(OPR) to complete the review of all recoxds re Dr. King.
The Department's OPR still has this King matter under review.
Any decision relative to Committee access to the Civil Rights
assassination investigation of Dr. King rests within the
province of the Department. The Department should also be
advised that in making its decision it should also consider:

REC-2 &&!/ﬂ& & ”j‘,'..'"
é;zgzn? } i? a“““'"n-l"zz““

CONTINUED ~ OVER® DEC & 1976
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher :
RE: HOUSE-SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(1) What authority the Committee has to request access;
(2) What effect agcess would have on the local prosecution
and the rights of Ray who has his case under appeal to the
U. S. Supreme Court. ("Washington Post" article re his
appeal attached); (3) What effect Committee access would
have on privacy of those individuals who furnished information
in a criminal case; (4) If Department grants access, it should
oppose disclosing identity of informants or persons who
furnished information on a confidential basis and (5) What
action it intends to take to obtain third-agency clearance
including foreign Governments; (6) The decision to furnish an
itemization of material turned over to another agency remains
within the province of the Department; (7) The FBI has not
prepared any summary of the King assassination investigative
results other than that contained on the summary (synopsis)
age%>8§¢§ach report and a reports containing a prosecutive
iﬁﬁﬁﬁfyyf(ﬁ) The Civil Rights Section recommends no meeting
with staff members until Department makes its decision.

RECOMMENDATION: That these comments of the Civil Rights
Section be furnished to the Criminal Section of
the GID (attention Mr. Len S. Burton), which section is
¢oordinating the overall GID response to this matter.
kﬁ APPROVED: Adm, Serv.............. - Legal Coun...............
03 l/ Ext. Affairs....... Plan. & lnsp.............
/) ‘%/4; Director.... reen Fin. & Pers . Rec. Mgt...ccocvrreversen

wﬁ Assoc. Dir. w Gen, Inv......54...... S. & T, Serva....
2 Dep. AD Adm........... ldgnt._,,_,,,__,_},,,,‘._'..,_,/_.,,.A. Spec. MVcccererrneas

Dep. AD Inv............. Intell........cnu.. N Training......cuceeeesenene

DETAILS: The House Select Committee on Assassinations has
requested access to FBI files and Department of

Justice files concerning the assassinations of President John F.

Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Committee letter

attached). The Legal Counsel Division has requested

comments of the GID as to the Committee's access to these

files. (copy of Legal Counsel memorandum attached) . .

The Civil Rights assassination investigation of Dr. King is

located in Bufile 44-38861.

HW 55155 DocId:32939764 Page 8
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Memorandum to. Mr. Gallagher
RE: HoUSENSELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

. Dr. King was shot to death by an assassin's bullet
while standing on a balcony of a motel in Memphis, Tennessee,
on 4/4/68. The U. S. Department of Justice requested the
FBI to conduct an immediate Civil Rights investigation into
this assassination which was confirmed in writing by a letter
f;om $tephen J. Pollak, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights
plv1s19n, to the Director of the FBI, which requested a full
investigation into a possible violation of Title 18, U. S.
nge, Section 241, (possible conspiracy to violate the Civil
Rights of Dr. King, namely, the right to travel interstate.)

The FBI conducted an extensive, exhaustive investigation
into this assassination and James Earl Ray was identified as thke
assassin. Our investigative results were furnished to the
Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice, and based
upon the authority of the Department, certain pertinent investigative
results were furnished to the appropriate local authorities in
the State of Tennessee. On 3/10/69, in state court, Memphis,
Tennessee, Ray entered a plea of guilty to charges of the
murder of King and received a 99-year sentence.- Ray is. presently
in local confinement.

By letter dated 12/4/75, the Attorney General of the
United States advised that on 11/24/75, he directed Assistant
Attorneys General J. Stanley Pottinger and Richard L. Thornbur
to review the files relating to Martin Luther King at once in
the light of recent testimony, and make a recommendation as to
whether the assassination case should be reopened. The
Department had complete access to the Civil Rights assassination
investigative file during its review.

On 4/29/76, the Attorney General of the United States
issued the following news release:

"I have directed the Office of Professional Responsibility,
headed by Michael Shaheen, to complete a review of all records
in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. The Civil Rights Division, undex the
personal direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley
Pottinger, completed on April 9 a five-mohth preliminary review

HW 551535 DocId:3258%764 Page 9
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Memorandum to. Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE:'SELECT COMMITTEE ON, ASSASSINATIONS

of files at FBI headquarters. As a result of this
preliminary review, the Civil Rights Division has
recommended that the review be carried forward to completion
with an additional examination of records at FBI '
headquarters and field offices. It is believed that more
than 200,000 documents may be involved.

On the basis of this preliminary review, Assistant
Attorney General Pottinger stated that his tentative
conclusions were (1) there was no basis to believe that
the FBI in any way caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no
evidence was discovered that the FBI investigation of
the assassination of Dr. King was not thorough and honest,
and (3) instances were found indicating that the FBI under-
took a systematic program of harassment of Dr. King in
order to discredit him and harm ‘both him and the movement
he led.

In ordering on April 26 the complete review by
Mr. Shaheen, I directed that the investigation be completed
forthwith and that answers to four specific questions be
furnished to me and FBI Director Clarance M Kelley on the
basis of the review of all documents:

-- Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King's
assassination was thorough and honest;

-- Whether there is any evidence that the FBI was
involved in the assassination of Dr. King;

-—- Whether, in light -of the first two matters, there
is any new evidence.which has come to the attention of the
Department concerning the assassination of Dr. King;

-- Whether the nature of the relationship between the
Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal prosecutions, disciplinary
proceedings, or other appropriate action.

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights
Division has been .continuously investigating allegatlons
concerning the assassination of Dr. King as these- allegatlons
come to the attention of the Department." -

¥ <

¢

« H [

e




Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

The Department's OPR still has this matter under
review and has had complete access to the Civil Rights
assassination investigative files both at FBIHQ and in all
of our field offices.

The decision as to what access, if any, the Committee
has to the FBI file on the Civil Rights assassination of
Dr. King, therefore, rests entirely within the province of the
Department of Justice. The Department should also be advised that in
making its decision relative to Committee access, it should also
consider the following:

(1) The Department should determine what authority
the Committee has to request access to the Civil Rights assassination
investigation of Dr. King. For example, is it requesting such
access for a specific legislative interest? If not, such access
by the Committee could be construed by some as an effort by
a legislative body to act as a "grand jury" even though James
Earl Ray has already been processed through the court system;

(2) The Department should determine what effect
any such Committee access to our investigative results in the
Civil Rights assassination investigation of Dr. King (including
the physical evidence, FBI Laboratory and Identification reports,
etc.) would have on the local prosecution of James Earl Ray
and upon the rights of Mr. Ray, who has recently appealed his
conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court. ("Washington Post"
article re appeal attached). If necessary, the Department
should resolve this with the State of Tennessee authorities
and with Mr. Ray's counsel; '

] .

(3) The Department should determine what effect
any such access would have on the privacy of those’ ihdividuals
who furnished information to thé FBI in a criminal case the
FBI was investigating (TitlefJBi’U. S: Code, Section 241);

W * ¢

(4) If the Department grants: access to the Committee,
it should oppose disclosing the identity of any’informantgv .
or persons who furnished information on an expressed confidential
basis;

HW 55155 Docld:32339764 Page 11




Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(5) If the Department grants Committee access,
the Department should advise what action it intends to take
to obtain third-agency clearance including obtaining authority
from those foreign Governments which furnished investigative
results, such as Canada (where Mr. Ray stayed and
obtained a passport) and London (where Mr. Ray was
captured) ;

(6) The decision to furnish an itemization of
any material which has been turned over to any other individual
or agency remains within the province of the Department. For
instance, certain material was turned over to the State of
Tennessee authorities based upon the authority of the
Department and the Department would have to make a decision
as to whether this itemization could be made available to the
Committee. Other material from our files has also been made
available pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act;

(7) The FBI has not prepared any summary of the Civil
Rights investigation of the assassination -of Dr. King. Neither
the Civil Rights Division nor the OPR requested such a summary
during its review. Each investigative report contains a summary
(synopsis) page and a prosecutive summary report and a non-prosecutive
summary report were also previously prepared. There is, of course,
extensive public source information available concerning this
matter;

(8) Inasmuch as any Committee access to the Civil
Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King remains
within the province of the Department, the Civil Rights Section
of the GID recommehds that no meeting be held re the Civil Rights
investigation with staff members of the Committee until the Department
makes its decision in this matter.

These comments of the Civil Rights Section of the
GID are in no way intended to be obstructive but it is felt
the Department must resdlve these issues before it can make a
determination as to whether or not it will grant Committee
access to the Civil Rights investigative file on the

assassination of Dr. King.
| \\\ \\\\

MW 55155 DocId:32989764 Page 12
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J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher Memo
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE .
ON ASSASSINATIONS

ADDENDUM: " LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION ° PVD:mcz - 11/12/76

As to the questions raised by the General Investigative
Division in this memorandum, Legal Counsel Division makes the
following observations:

The authority of a committee of Congress to make a
request .for information is. derived from the euthorlty to seek
information to fulfill a 1eglslat1ve function, and in this
instance this particular committee is acting pursuant to a
resolution of the House of Representatives. The more.critical
question rather than the authority for the request is the kind
of information the committee will receive, and it is for this
reason that the .standards set forth in the agreement between
the Attorney General and the Chairman of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence, Frank Church, are being used to

_govern this question.

The possibility, of course, could be raised that
the Select Committee on Assassinationg is not a properly
constituted Committee .in that it ha§; een created to .serve
a- legislative functlon, but it is not believed advisable nor
desirable to raise this particular issue since there would
appear to be little hope of obtaining support in the Department
or elsewhere in such a challenge.

Concerning the invasion of privacy "of those indivi-
duals who furnished information in a criminal case." It should
be noted the Privacy Act does not preclude or prohibit respond-
ing to a legitimate request of a committee of Congress. The
question of protecting identity of informants, persons who
furnished information on a confidential basis, raised in this
memorandum is addressed in the aforementioned agreement between
Senator Church and the Attorney General which is governing the
furnishing of information to this committee and provides for
the protection of the identities of such people. The third

~agency rule providing for clearance prior to the furnishing
of information to the Committee will also be followed.

CONTINUED - OVER

LHW 35155 DoclId:32589764 Pags 13




J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher Memo
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS

The problem presented by the fact James Earl Ray
was convicted of the assassination of Martin Tuther Xing, Jr.,
may be currently appealing his conviction is known to the
Department, and Larry Callaghan, Deputy Assistant Attorney
General, Office of Legislative Affairs, has indicated this
factor will not preclude committee access to the information

involved.

RECOMMENDATION :

That the captioned Committee be granted access to
the information théy.seek,_governed by the agreement with the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence.Activities.

ARPROVED:: ™™= \dm, Serv: i ™

e e+ Legal Coune... 225
Ext. Affalrs............... Plan. & Insp.......
Fin. & Pers., ... .70, Rec. Mght......ccomne isst
Gen. Inv.. &7 8. &T. Serv
........ o K D Sancceadddidi
, Pep. AD Adm.......... ldent......... emvaens ‘Spec. lnv........ sm:h

(iv"\ Dzp. AD IHW Intell.. e eeeceeene Training.....c.oeee sailite
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é]?OUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (DR. MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR.) OD
RE BUTEL SEPTEMBER 28, 19764 é&ﬁfﬂ

RECENT ARTICLES APPEARING IN LOCAL PRESS INDICATE THAT THIS
COMMITTEE yILL SOON BE PREPARING TO HOLD MEETINGS AND THEREAFTER
wILL CONDUCT PUBLIC SESSIONS.'

AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE NOVEMBER 17, 1 , ISSUE OF
THE "COMMERCIAL ARPEAL,” A DAILY NEYSPAPER AT MEMPHIS, STATES
THAT LAYYERS FOR THE HOUSE COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING THE MURDER é}””‘(
OF DR. KING GHARGED THAT DOCUMENTS INgFHBoCASE HAD BEEN
DESTROYED SINCE THE COMMITTEE wAS FORME LA~ TR0~ /0

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES IN MEMPHIS CONTACTED THE STATE
ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE MAYOR'S OFFICE, THE GITY POLICE CHIEF T i~ »

rn lﬁFORMAﬁ%\R\!\CONT/\ Ny A —
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PAGE Ty0 ME 66-9L97
OTHER POLICE OFFICIALS, AS WELL AS THIS OFFICE. DENIALS WERE
RECEIVED FROM ALL INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED THAT ANY DOCUMENTS
INVOLVING THE INVESTIGATION OF THE MURDER OF DR. KING HAD BEEN
DESTROYED.

IN VIEy OF THE FACT THAT THE KING ASSASSINATION OCCURRED
IN MENMPHIS, IT CAN REASONABLY BE ANTICIPATED THAT THE BULK OF
" THE WORK BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE STAFF MEMBERS WILL BE CONDUCTED
IN THIS LOCALE. FBIHQ IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE MEMPHIS WHETHER
THERE HAS BEEN ANY INDICATION THUS F R AS TO THE EXTENT TO WHICH
THE COMMITTEE yILL BE SEEKING TO QUESTION FBI PERSONNEL WHO
WERE ASSOCIATED yITH THE INVESTIGATION. SINCE THE BULK OF THE
INVESTIGATIVE yORK ON THIS CASE WAS DONE BY THE MEMPHIS FBI
OFFICE, IT IS APPARENT THAT WE WILL BE ASKED BY THE COMMITTEE
TO ADVISE THEM OF THE INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AND POSSIBLY TO
TURN OVER PERTINENT FILES. _

AS THE BUREAU IS AWARE, THE KING ASSASSINATION AND RELATED
FILES IN MEMPHIS TOTAL APPROXIMATELY 148 VOLUMES AND OVER

10,000 SERIAL. ALL OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHO PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT

ROLEBIN THE FBI INVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS HAVE SINCE RETIRED
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PAGE THREE ME 66-2197
wITH THE EXCEPTION OF SA JOE C, HESTER WHO IS CURRENTLY
ASSIGNED TO MEMPHIS AS A FIELD SUPERVISOR AND WHO WAS THE CASE
AGENT ON THE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION.

IT IS SUGGESTED THAT CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN AT THIS TIME
TO THE LIKELIHOOD THAT THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ITSELF OR ITS STAFF
MEMBERS wILL. yaANT TO BE GIVEN A THOROUGH BRIEFING OF THE SCOPE
OF THE FBI INVESTIGATION. IN VIEy OF THE MASSIVE NUMBER OF
SERIALS INVOLVED AND THE LENGTH OF TIME (EIGHT AND ONE~HALF YEARS)
SINCE THE INVESTIGATION yAS INITIATED, SA HESTER ADVISED THAT HE
WILL NEED APPROXIMATELY 3% DAYS FULL TIME TO REVIEW THIS MATTEerN
ORDER TO HAVE A CURRENT OVERALL KNOWLEDGE OF THE FBI INVESTI-
GATION., IF FBIHQ AGREES THAT WE SHOULD BEGIN PREPARING FOR
THIS EVENTyALITY, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT SA HESTER BE RELIEVED
OF HIS SyPERVISORY RESPONSIBILITIES AND DEVOTE FULL TIME TO
INITIATING A THOROUGH REVIEW OF THIS INVESTIGATION SO THAT HE
CAN INTELLIGENTLY RESPOND TO QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE.,

BT
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PURPOSE: To advise that the Task Force Leader of the Office
— ~ of Professional Responsibility, U. S. Department of
Justice (USDJ), which office is presently reviewing the FBI
investigation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was advised .on
9/22/76, of the location of information in Bufile 44-38861,
relative to the reported basis for a new House investigation
of the assassination of Dr. King. The Civil Rights Division
(CRD) , USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76 of our previous

investigative results. é 2/‘//72 70, 3}(

SYNOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassination of

—— - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl
Ray pled guilty to this murder .and presently is in local
confinement. As set forth in a J. 5. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher
memorandum, dated 9/21/76, the DT. s-ﬁHouse of Representatives
‘has -created :a Belect committee to 1nvestlgate the assassinations
of President Johir F. Kenmédy and Dr. Martin Luthei Kifig., Tre
Reported basis for House investigation of Dr. King deals with
the ordered removal of Edward Redditt, Memphis Police -Officer,
from King security on day of his death due to the reported
attempt on life of Redditt's family. Order for his removal ::Z;JL
attributed to Memphis Fire and Police Director Frank,Holloman <
(retired Special Agent of FBI). Reported basis also deals L
with "sudden transfer" of two black firemen, including Floyd

Newsum, from fire house across the street from motel where

King was shot. These allegations re removal of Redditt and

the firemen previously investigated by FBI in 1968 and

1969 and the pertinent results were furnished to the USDJ .

On 9/22/76, Mr. Fred G. Folsom, Jr., Task Force Leader of the
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